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Calendar of Events 
 

April 9  -  Hill Country Master Gardeners   
 Blooms and Barrels Sale
   
April 13 -   Hill Country Pecan Grafting 

  Clinic  (CEUs available) 

April 14  -  Kerr County Local Work 

   Group Meeting    
 

April 19  -  2022 Fish Restocking    

    Program    

May 6    -   Cow Pokes & Land Folks  
  Conference  (CEUs available)  

May 10  -   Private Applicator Training 

May 24  -   Kerr County Ranch Field Day 

                   
                    

 

 

Plant of the Month: Elbow Bush (Foresteria pubescens) 
By: Kent Ferguson 

  
     Elbowbush is a warm-season,  
perennial shrub found throughout the 
southern and western U.S. Usually found 
west of Interstate 35, it is commonly  
associated with mixed brush species of 
hackberry, sumac, juniper, and other 
wooded  species.  
     Elbowbush is also known as Spring  
Herald, Stretch Berry, Devil’s Elbow, and 
several additional local names.  
 
The plant: 
• Has long, downward curving branches, sometimes looping like a vine. 

The twigs are light gray, smooth, and aligned on opposite sides of the 
stem at 30- degree angles giving off and “elbow” appearance. 

• Produces small, yellow flowers in late winter, which appear as short 
clusters on the previous year’s branches before the leaves appear.  

• Is dioecious, meaning a plant will only have male or female flowers, 
not both. It produces bluish black fleshy berries on the female plants, 
which ripen during the summer months. 

• Has simple, opposite, deciduous leaves that are one half inch to  
nearly two inches long. They are dull green and vary from elliptical to 
oblong, with small-toothed edges, dull tipped points, and a rounded 
base.  

     Elbowbush provides desirable browse for goats, white-tailed deer, and other wildlife. The berries are consumed by 
many songbirds, turkeys, and small mammals. The plant’s growth habit provides ideal cover for quail and nesting for 
Black-capped Vireo. 
    Cattle consume the plant on occasion. Early in the spring, crude protein levels can reach 21% before dropping to 
10% in the fall.  
  



 



Ag Pesticide Applicator and Course Provider Update 2022 Covid 19      
(Coronavirus) 

 
In response to the ongoing Covid 19 pandemic, the Texas  

Department of Agriculture (TDA) is extending this exemption of  
agriculture Continuing Education Unit (CEU) requirements. To address 
the CEU’s and licensure requirements for Ag Pesticide applicators, the 
TDA will work with the ag pesticide applicators and CEU course  
providers of Texas during this critical time. Licensed applicators with 
expiring licenses or needing CEU’s will be allowed to renew their  
license even if they have not met their CEU requirement for their  
current licensing period through December 31, 2022. Due to the  
uncertainty of the length and severity of the Covid 19 pandemic, many CEU events have been 
canceled. The TDA will work to insure all the state’s pesticide applicators are able to acquire 
their licenses and required continuing education courses in a safe and effective manner during 
this time frame. Once CEU courses resume as normal, applicators will be required to obtain 
their required CEUs for their respective license classification for each licensing period. By  
allowing a CEU exemption, this will allow the applicators to maintain their ability to perform 
pesticide applications for pests, weeds, insects etc., without disrupting daily business  
functions. Applicators are encouraged to complete online courses even if online courses were 
completed the previous licensing period.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMERCIAL, NON-COMMERCIAL AND NON-COMMERCIAL           
POLITICAL APPLICATORS For licenses expiring in 2022 ONLY:  TDA will  

exempt commercial, non-commercial and non-commercial political applicators who have  
taken online or correspondence courses within the last year. The TDA Rule 7.24 (t) (2) does 

not allow for online or correspondence courses to be taken 2 years consecutively. In light of 
the unusual circumstances due to Covid 19 (coronavirus), the TDA will allow online or  
correspondence courses to be taken in consecutive years. This exemption will be for the  

current 2022 licensing period. Commercial, non-commercial and non-commercial political 
pesticide applicators are required to obtain 5 CEUs per licensing period. PRIVATE  
APPLICATORS For licenses expiring in 2022 ONLY: The TDA will also exempt private  

applicators from the TDA Rule 7.24 (v) (5). This rule does not allow a private applicator to 
acquire more than 10 CEUs through correspondence courses. During this quarantine time 
frame, private applicators will be allowed to acquire ALL of their CEUs through  

correspondence courses (online). Private applicators are required to obtain 15 CEUs per  
5- year licensing period.  



Spring Calf Management Tips 
 

Texas is one of the few states that can go from 

the dead of winter to the beginning of  
summer in five days. Fortunately, the calves 
that are coming now in pastures throughout the 

bottom half of Texas will be the prime  
beneficiary of the better weather as will the 
green that is beginning to appear in pastures 

from the Sabine to the Rio Grande. Now is the 
time to consider a few economically beneficial 
calf management tips. First, when possible, 

your calves should be identified. A good ear 
tag will help you remember the birthdate and dam of the calf, and later at weaning and  
marketing, his growth rate and market value. Calves born early in the season weigh more at 

weaning (about 2-2.5 lbs. more per day of age) and calves that are born earlier are generally 
out of more adapted (and fertile) cows. Calf weight at weaning and marketing will assist 
you in deciding which cows are more productive and produce more valuable calves.  

Second, as soon after birth as possible, castrate bull calves that you are not intending to 
raise and dehorn all calves. Doing these practices at a very young age reduces the pain of 
the procedure and increases the speed of recovery. Castrated calves are more desired by the 
feeding industry and they bring more dollars per pound when marketed as their carcasses 

will quality grade higher and be more valuable. The downside to castration is the steer 
calves will weigh less at weaning than bull calves but using a calf growth implant when  
castrating will offset the loss of gain. Dehorning or disbudding will improve the appearance 

and uniformity of the calves and reduce the potential for injury to you and other animals. If 
genetically homozygous polled bulls or cows are used, dehorning will not be necessary.  
Finally, vaccinate your calves for the Blackleg or Clostridial diseases, especially if their 

dams have not been vaccinated and the calves are over a month old. This vaccination will 
protect calves from these “sudden death” diseases. All the commercial vaccines provide  
excellent immunity from these diseases and all calves should be vaccinated and boostered 

according to the label. 

BQA Tip: Seek out Calm Cattle 
 

     Disposition is an important trait to all cattle producers. Temperamental cattle may not  
perform as well as calm animals, and are more likely to hurt someone, inure themselves, or 
damage facilities. Additionally, shrink will generally increase in high strung animals.  
     Seedstock producers should formally record and submit 
docility scores on all animals. Commercial producers should 
make note of any animals with docility concerns and not 
keep any of the progeny.  
     Consider evaluating animals in the alley by  
themselves or with just one or two others for the best  
temperament assessment.  



Vulnerability Ratings of Native Plants to Deer Browsing in the Texas Hill 
Country 

Steve Nelle, Biologist, NRCS 
 

Explanation of Vulnerability Ratings:  This listing of many Hill  
Country plants is intended to help provide basic knowledge of which 
plants species may be most vulnerable to heavy grazing and browsing 
by white-tailed deer in the region. Other animal species, such as goats, 
sheep and exotic wildlife also consume browse and forbs. In general, a 
plant that is highly preferred by white-tailed deer will also be highly 
preferred by these other ungulates. In many cases, a combination of 
deer and other animals coexist together, and the cumulative effect of all 
grazing and browsing must be considered. This list does not contain 
grasses and grass-like plants since these are generally not consumed by deer in large 
amounts and are not considered vulnerable to damage by deer grazing. This listing is based 
on the widely accepted fact that ungulates are selective in their feeding habits. Deer, sheep, 
goats and other similar animals exercise preference and selectivity in their feeding. Plants 
that are more palatable are selected before plants of lesser palatability. Where animal  
numbers are high, this selectivity, over time will result in the over-use of the more preferred 
species. This gives a competitive advantage to the less palatable plants that thrive at the  
expense of the more preferred species. Palatability in plants is somewhat subjective and is 
influenced by many factors including leaf size, leaf texture, tenderness and succulence, the 
presence of spines or thorns, and the presence of aversive chemical compounds in plants 
such as tannins, alkaloids and phenolics which give leaves an unpleasant taste. A human 

analogy may be the preference most people have for steak >> 
brisket >> hamburger >> bologna. As excessive leaf material is 
removed from plants repeatedly over the growing season, the 
health and vigor of that plant and root system begins to decline 
due to a lack of photosynthetic leaf surface. As plant vigor  
declines, plants begin to exhibit some visual signs of poor health. 
These include: smaller leaf size; fewer leaves; poor twig growth; 
hedging; browse lines; dead twigs and branches, increased  
susceptibility to insect and disease damage; increased  

susceptibility to drought; poor flowering; poor seed production; limited seedling  
establishment; inadequate recruitment; and premature death. If some plant species are dying 
without replacing themselves in the plant community, this will result in the eventual loss of 
that species at the local level. If this continues over a large area over a long period of time, it 
can cause drastic changes in plant communities, and the simplification of species diversity. 
Landowners and managers who are interested in maintaining or restoring high native plant 
diversity can use these listings to help interpret what has happened on their land. If Class I 
and Class II plants are rare or absent, or if they are growing only in the protective cover of 
brush piles or thorny plants, it is a sure indication of too many  
animals. Significant reductions in deer, exotics, sheep or goats is 
needed to help reverse the trend and begin to allow the preferred 
plants to improve in vigor, and eventually spread and increase. In 
some cases, deer proof fencing may be needed to maintain  
appropriately low deer numbers. Definitions of Vulnerability  
Classes Class I Plants are those which are considered to be the most  
                                                                        (continued on page 6) 



(continued from page 5) 
 
palatable to deer, and highly preferred. Deer will 
seek these plants and graze or browse them to a 
much greater degree than their abundance in the 
plant community. Due to this preference, these 
plants are the most vulnerable to damage and 
death due to excessive use by deer. These plants 
are generally not reproducing well in areas with 
high deer numbers. Even where deer numbers are 
moderate, grazing and browsing on these species 
will often be severe. Old and mature plants may 
be present in varying amounts, but young plants 
are uncommon to non existent. Class II Plants are 

somewhat less preferred than Class I Plants, and somewhat more preferred than Class III 
Plants. Across much of the Hill Country where deer numbers are high, these plants exhibit 
heavy use and show the signs of poor vigor. Where deer numbers are moderate, these plants 
will often be in good vigor. In many cases, where Class I plants are absent or rare, Class II 
plants become the most preferred by default. Class III Plants are generally not considered to be 
preferred in comparison to Class I and Class II plants. Therefore, these plants are not as  
vulnerable to grazing and browsing by deer. The abundance of these plants on many ranges 
indicates that they are generally faring well, even in the  
presence of high deer populations. Nevertheless,  
under very high deer populations and in the absence 
of many Class I and Class II plants, these Class III 
can become heavily grazed or browsed and subject to 
poor vigor. Class IV Plants are the least palatable 
plants of the region. Deer do eat these plants,  
especially when other more preferred plants are in 
short supply, but seldom will they graze or browse 
these plants to the point of causing damage. Because 
they are the least preferred and least severely 
browsed, these plants are often the ones that  
reproduce most successfully and may become  
over-abundant.       
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

COW POKES AND LAND FOLKS  
CONFERENCE 

 

FRIDAY, MAY 6, 2022, 8 AM to 4 PM 

 

Hill County Youth Event Center 
 

$30.00 Early Bird Special - $45 At the Gate  
 

                  CEU’s for Pesticide Licenses Available 
 

Visit: www.kerrcountyswcd.com for agenda and  

sponsorship/vendor information 

http://www.kerrcountyswcd.com




 


